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Minutes – November 19, 2014 Communication Coordinators Meeting 

Dick Axt 
Michelle Babbie 
Crystal Barringer 
Jim Cichon 
Sharon Crowe 
Megan Dellecese 
Shelley Elliott 

Michael Finnerty 
Ken Ford 
Emily Gibson 
Paul Girsdansky 
Vicky Greenman 
Mary Lourdes Heaton 
 
 

Steve Inzer 
Crystal Keck 
Pat Lekki 
Hilda Moses 
Susan Palmieri 
Katie Parker 
Anne Reilly 
 

Susan Scheu 
Cindy Staley 
Terri Stile 
Amy Tallman 
Tanja Tamburino 
Karen Zaleski 
Helen Zyma 
 

Absent: Megan Dellecese, Paul Girsdansky, Hilda Moses, Terri Stile, Ken Ford 

I. Bristlebots – Pat Skelly directed people’s attention to the Bristlebot kits on each table, and 

attendees assembled these kits.  The Bristlebots are an example of a Makerspace project that 

can be used in a library.  Makerspace projects foster problem solving, collaboration, and higher 

level skills.   

II. Pat Lekki, Library Automation –  

A. Pat demonstrated how to create a Voki (an avatar that talks) and distributed handouts with 

directions.  She will be happy to assist in creating Vokis for use on library homepages with 

messages about library events or materials for the kids to listen to at any time.  

B.  Pat suggested resources to guide in weeding criteria.  The School Library System staff will 

also come to help with library weeding.  Katie Parker shared an idea from her library, an 

“Endangered Books” table.  Books that are not circulating much are placed on a table, and 

students have a chance to extend their library lives by checking them out.  Cindy Staley also 

suggested a book called “Less is More” for use in library weeding.   

C. OPALS has a new ILL tab that we will be activating soon.  It will allow the librarian to work 

with his/her ILL records from the local OPAC. Also, the look of CIDER will be updated very 

soon. 

III. School Library System Update –  

A. Kenn Runninger is doing school visits and helping new library staff members with the 

interlibrary loan functions.  Pat Skelly is also visiting libraries and meeting with librarians and 

administrators; please contact the SLS office to schedule a visit 

D. Vocabulary.com and Visual Thesaurus – Kim Casselman is doing training on these products, 

both of which are purchased for all districts by the School Library System.  Contact Kim for 

training, or attend one of the after school classes.  Vocabulary.com requires that all students 

be uploaded into their system, and this is something that Aileen Sweeney can help with.  To 
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date, all but seven districts have had their student lists uploaded.  By uploading student data 

we circumvent the need for them to create an account with an email address. 

E. Noodle Tools – currently the School Library System is purchasing Noodle Tools for all 

districts, however districts that are not using the resource will be dropped from the 

subscription after this year.  If a district is dropped but decides to use it at a later date they 

will be re-added. 

IV. Teaching Books Webinar - Annette Smith provided a webinar on Teaching Books.  Annette 
asked that these links be distributed:   Create Your Own Grade Level Reading Lists: Custom 
Reading Lists: http://www.teachingbooks.net/CRL;  QR Codes on Flyers and Shelf Cards: Instantly 
connect readers to multimedia resources with ready-to-use QR Code linked flyers and shelf 
cards: QR Codes ; Explore the Text Complexity Toolkit: http://teachingbooks.net/textcomplexity  
A go to resource for analyzing classroom and special collections with an eye to differentiation.  
Attend one of the FREE Monthly Webinars: Registration  Join these webinars to learn more 
about TeachingBooks.net resources and tools, including QR codes, Text Complexity, vocabulary 
lists, and more.  Register here, or follow this link: http://TeachingBooks.net/webregistration. 

V. Leatherstocking Conference–Tthis year’s Leatherstocking Conference was held October 28, at 

the Vernon Downs Hotel.  Attendance was very strong.  Pat asked for feedback regarding the 

block of vendor time after lunch; there was unanimous agreement that the vendor time should 

be decreased, more content in morning, and get out earlier.   

VI. SEARCH for Success – brief overview of what SEARCH for Success is and how best to use it.   

VII. James Davis – James Davis, educator and author, spoke to the group, and described the writing 

and publishing process for writers of local history. He shared how much digital/virtual 

collaboration is now a part of writing and publishing. 

VIII.  Small Group Work on Common Core Researc h – librarians worked together in small groups.  

Discussion topic was the state letter regarding research in schools.  Each group discussed where 

their building/district is in the research process across disciplines. 
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